«16»

2006 .,

%

31

, 2006 .

31

January 16, 2006

Sakhalin Salmon Initiative | nter national
Conference Resolution

Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk,
October 31-November 2, 2006

The Sakhalin Salmon Initiative (SSI)
International Conference, held in Yuzhno-
Sakhalinsk from October 31 to November 2,
2006, marked the beginning of implementation
of SSI projects, focused on supporting
conservation and sustainable use of wild salmon
and their river ecosystems.

Salmonids form the basis for the well-being of
people in practically all coastal regions of the
Russian Far East. Sakhalin salmon are an
important element of our rivers, serving as
indicators of the fitness of island ecosystems.
Salmon provide employment for many residents
of Sakhalin and the Kuril Islands, as well as
recreation and tourism for the majority of the
population. They are also the sole means of
survival for the residents of many remote
communities. Declines in salmonid populations
undermine a vital component of people’s
livelihoods and work, leading not only to a drop
in the quality of life of a significant portion of
the population, but also irreversibly changing
nature.

Salmon enrich terrestrial and aquatic ecosystems,
directly benefiting hundreds of other species, and
also account for over 15% of the protein intake

of the local population.
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Salmon are also deeply associated with traditions
of Sakhalin’s indigenous peoples. Indeed,
salmon are the ideal focal point for both
conservation efforts and for sustainable
economic development efforts.

At the SSI conference, presentations and reports
given by representatives of federal government
structures, the Sakhalin Regional Administration,
public organizations, private businesses, research
institutes, the commercial fishing industry and
international organizations were listened to and
discussed. Six areas were focused upon:

+ Habitat and Biodiversity Conservation

% Sustainable Salmon Business

% Education and Training

% Local Communities and Salmon
Ecosystems

«» Extractive Industry Best Practices

% Fisheries Management and Poaching
Prevention

Upon discussing these problems and areas, we,
the participants in the Sakhalin Salmon Initiative,
APPEAL.:

To the agencies of the Russian Federation
Federal Government to

» Support the right of the residents of
Sakhalin to become equal participants in
the conservation, restoration and rational
use of the natural resource potential of the
Oblast, in accordance with federal
legislation; and



In their capacity as stewards of federally-
owned lands, promote and encourage
environmentally beneficial activities
through technical and financial support for,
as well as direct involvement in restoration,
research, and education projects.

To the Sakhalin Oblast Administration to

Consider the points which attained
consensus at the conference, herein
described in these resolutions, when
addressing matters regarding the
environmental, economic and social well-
being of Sakhalin’s residents; and

Welcome the implementation of national
and international conservation, research,
restoration and other projects, which will
result in greater public interest in Sakhalin
Oblast, growth in international recognition
of Sakhalin’s nature, and beneficial
information and technology sharing among
stakeholders.

To extractive industry companies and other
companies and organizations operating within
Sakhalin Oblast to

Respect and conserve the unique
biodiversity and habitat of Sakhalin in its
natural state;

Employ national and international best
practices in the creation of extractive
industry infrastructure and during project-
phase work, and develop and institute
long-term monitoring to gauge
environmental impacts both

during project-phase work and following
project completion;
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* When negative environmental impacts
occur, provide a means of compensation;
and

* Support conservation and sustainable
natural resource use initiatives.

To international conservation groups, academic
institutions and foundationsto

» Participate in and support SSI activities;
and

« Exchange knowledge and experts.

To theresidents of Sakhalin to

» Support and participate in the SSI; and
» Protect salmonid species for future
generations.

The conference proposed the acceptance of a
comprehensive group of legislative,
administrative and economic measures described
below. It was especially stressed that the
resolution of problems concerning conservation
of wild salmon populations is

only possiblywhen the entire group of proposed
actions is implemented.

The main long-term goal is creation of the SSI
Center on Sakhalin. The principal task of the
center will be implementation of SSI projects.
Education must be one of the main focuses of
this center. The SSI Center will finance the
projects of its partners through a small grants
program and will also directly take part in some
projects.



Salmonid Biodiversity and Habitat
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Conservation

Main long-term goal in this area - Protect
salmonid river ecosystems by creating an
integrated system of protected areas which fully
encompass prioritized watersheds.

Tasks:

— Undertake a prioritization process in 2007,
identifying six salmon river watersheds
where the SSI will focus and further study
will occur,;

— Explore all potential protected area models
for protection and sustainable use of
salmonid watershed ecosystems;

— Once the prioritization process has been
completed, prepare comprehensive
conservation and sustainable use plans and
protected area justifications for each
selected site;

— Use the Vostochniy Reserve as a model for
future protected areas;

— Develop a program for the conservation
and restoration of masu and taimen
populations;

— Pay special attention to the northwest
portion of the island, as it is particularly
valuable in terms of salmonid biodiversity
and requires extra protection; and

— Involve international experts in the
program to organize monitoring and
research programs for taimen and other
non-commercial salmonid species.

Sustainable Salmon Business

Main long-term goal in this area - Creation of
conditions favorable to the development of the
Oblast through support of sustainable salmon
business.
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Tasks:

Develop projects focused on salmon
industry certification and improving the
processing of salmon products in Sakhalin
Oblast;

Develop a comprehensive set of measures
to encourage the use of international and
Russian standards for the processing of
products;

Apply WWF’s and Sea Food Choice’s
Russian market studies to Sakhalin;
Support companies that implement
conservation initiatives;

Study possibilities for development of
ecotourism. The education of skilled
workers is considered the major task. For
this purpose, collaborative programs
should be established between institutes on
Sakhalin and international institutes;

Inform the local Sakhalin Oblast

population through the press about changes
in legislation governing amateur and sport
fishing;

Widen the educational and advertising fly-
fishing program; and

Determine the type of fisheries production
certification best for Sakhalin.

Education and Training

Main long-term goal in this area - Raising the
public’s level of education.

Tasks:

Introduce additional components into
school curriculums;

Organize education activities at middle and
higher education institutes (with both
general and professional focuses);
Organize extracurricular school education
activities;



; — Organize exchanges between schools;

— Run summer camps and expeditions, as
well as ethnic camps for indigenous
children;

— Carry out education projects focused on
conservation, including scientific research;

) ( ( - -
I .
( ’ — Organize themed festivals and holidays;
: — Create a field education center,
! !
I ¢ — Publish materials;
! C — Develop a continuing education program
& for commercial fishermen; and
C

! — Create a strategy for the development of
educational programs on the basis of
international experience.

L ocal Communities and Salmon Ecosystems

! Main long-term goal in this area - Involve local
communities (through the formation of a
watershed council network) in the process of

) increasing salmon productivity in Sakhalin rivers
in order to facilitate the restoration and
conservation of natural salmon spawning.

I C Tasks:

— Facilitate conservation of rivers that are
historically significant for Sakhalin’s
indigenous peoples by creation of

I Territories of Traditional Use (TTP) and
the granting long-term leases of rivers to
C clans;

1 (22%) — Convene a working group to discuss TTP
formation and present recommendations
1 for filling in gaps in federal and Oblast
1 22%: TTP legislation;
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— Determine the status and organizational
structure of watershed councils;

— The pilot watershed council should be
involved with the pilot restoration
project(s) and should include technical
specialists;

— Develop a communications plan for
watershed councils; and

— Organize a fisheries management exchange
between indigenous peoples of the
Northern Pacific.

Extractive Industry Best Practices

Main long-term goal in this area — Achieve the
use of Russian and international best practices in
Sakhalin Oblast during extractive industry
infrastructure creation and project-phase work.

Tasks:
— Create a multi-stakeholder council to
coordinate independent project monitoring
of natural resource extraction projects;

— Recommend that companies make all
monitoring results public in accordance
with Russian law;

— Recommend that public expertizas be
conducted for current extractive industry
projects;

— Strengthen environmental expertizas for
extractive industry projects to achieve
international standards;

Additionally, ensure that companies
correctly implement projects to standards
specified in permits and environmental
assessments through stronger government
and public monitoring;



Evaluate the environmental impact of all
forms of natural resource use on the
environment;

Organize international collaboration efforts
regarding the use of best practices in
extractive industry work; and

Develop a comprehensive biodiversity
conservation and monitoring plan for
Sakhalin Oblast with the involvement of
specialists from academia, research
institutes, and applied science fields.

Fisheries M anagement, Hatcheries and
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Poaching Prevention

Main long-term goal in this area - Develop
effective conservation programs on Sakhalin’s
priority rivers and facilitate their implementation
(in agreement with pertinent federal and regional
government agencies).

Tasks:

Develop proposals for improving fish
hatcheries without harm to natural
reproduction;

Conserve the established natural salmon
reproduction zone;

Create a program to support owners of
long-term river leases;

Recognize that salmon poaching is a
serious environmental, economic and
social problem for the Russian Far East,
and that this problem has grown to a more
threatening scale in recent years;

Unite the efforts of government and
municipal organizations, the local public,
the business community, and public
organizations to resolve the poaching
problem;



— Conduct a comparative analysis of salmon
reproduction in Sakhalin Oblast, in Alaska,
and on Japan;

— Monitor Sakhalin hatchery management in
order to determine existing problems; and

— Assess the effectiveness of hatcheries
through modern tagging methods.

The Sakhalin Salmon Initiative International
Conference confirmed the SSI's main

principle: conservation of wild salmon and
restoration of salmon river ecosystems must
become important elements of the effort to
assure the quality of the environment, a valuable
economic resource. We the below-signed parties
welcome the beginning of the SSI, confirm our
intent to consider the points which attained
consensus at the conference in our future work
and plan to take an active role in the
implementation of the project.
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Signing Parties (on December 28, 2006):

Vice Governor of Sakhalin Oblast V. Nagorny
Executive Director of the Organizing Committee,datior of the
Regional Center for Coastal Fishing and Stock Assest, . Bystrov

Sakhalin Oblast Administration

Acting Director of the Foundation for Russian-Ancan
Economic Cooperation

M. Kirsanova

Head of Department for Tourism Development, Conerifor N. Ivanova
International, Overseas Economic and Interregi®etions,

Sakhalin Oblast Administration

Deputy of Sakhalin Oblast Duma S. Karepkin
Indigenous Representative to the Sakhalin Oblagtdu E. Koroleva
Chairperson of Regional Council of Authorised Repreatives A. Limanzo

of the Sakhalin Indigenous Minorities

Director of Sakhalin Environmental Watch D. Lisitsyn

Director of Sakhalin Wild Nature Fund S. Makeev
Director of the Geology Institute of the Russiaredemy of V. Melkiy

Sciences

Head of Issues, Stakeholders and Crisis DepartrBekiialin
Energy Company

E. Oleinikova

Director of Sakhalin Research Institute of Fisheraad
Oceanography (SakhNIRO), Federal State Unitaryrgrise

V. Radchenko

President of Smirnykhovsky District Commercial Fegks
Association

V. Smirnov

Head of Natural Resources Management and Envirotainen
Protection Department, Natural Resources Commi8akhalin
Oblast Administration

N. Tarabarova

Executive Director of Sakhalin Commercial Fisheries V. Tabunkov
Association

Secretary of Commercial Fisheries Club V. Fokanov
SSI Projects Coordinator V. Ovchinnikov

Professor of Biology Department of Sakhalin Stanéversity S. Safronov
Head of Civil Safety Department of Sakhalin Statevdrsity A. Maksimishin
Chief Ichthyologist of Sakhalin Federal FisheriespBrtment A. Grishin

(SakhRybVod)



" + / Signing Parties

Sergei Sheredekin
First Vice-Governor Date
Sakhalin Oblast

%6 Russian Federation

% Guido Rahr
_ President Date
The Wild Salmon Center
: Portland, Oregon
9. USA

O * N

)] lan Craig
: _ Executive Director Date
8 )) Sakhalin Energy Investment Company Ltd.
Moscow
Russia
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