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Kamchatka Program

ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Creating a Regional Network of Wild Salmon Rivers
The historic Kol Salmon Refuge designation in

2006 has led to an opportunity to create a regional
network of salmon protected areas encompassing
6,000,000 acres of near pristine habitat. Invited by the
Kamchatka Administration, the Wild Salmon Center
and our main partner on Kamchatka, Wild Fishes and
Biodiversity Foundation, have engaged in an effort to
protect priority salmon rivers — the Opala, Utkholok,
Oblukovina, Kolpakova and Zhupanova Rivers. Wild
Fishes and Biodiversity Foundation has completed rapid

assessments, developed the necessary documentation for

formal nomination of the potential new protected areas,
and submitted documentation packages for the Opala
and Oblukovina Rivers. Protected area designation on
these two rivers is targeted for 2008 and 2009.

Promoting Salmon Conservation with Russian Officials

Wild Fishes and Biodiversity Foundation hosted a wide

range of government officials at the Kol Biostation to help

promote salmon conservation in Russia. In June, more
than 40 key leaders of regional governments visited the
Kol river, including Vice-Governors of Kamchatka, the
Governor of Sakhalin, the President of Sakha Republic
(Yakutia), the Regional Representative of President Putin,
representatives of federal agencies from Moscow, and
leaders in the scientific and business communities.

International Workshops

In partnership with the UN Development Programme and
US Forest Service, the Wild Salmon Center sponsored a
workshop on protected area management. This event was
a starting point for a series of trainings and workshops
for the staff of Salmon Protected Areas. Additionally, Wild
Salmon Center worked with The Nature Conservancy to
introduce Conservation Action Planning (CAP) methodol-
ogy to colleagues from Kamchatka and Sakhalin.

Science Council Convened for Kol Salmon Refuge

In 2007, the Science Council for the Kol River Salmon
Protected Area was formally convened. The Council
provides general oversight on management for the area
along with a detailed workplan for 2008 management
activities. Council members include: Kol Protected Area
Management; Kamchatka Departments of Natural
Resources, Forestry, and Veterinary and Phytosanitary
Oversight; Sobelevo District Administration; Wild Fishes
and Biodiversity Foundation; local branch of the Federal
Committee on Fisheries; Kamchatrybvod; Kamchatka

Left and Above: Kol Biostation research team and station, Russia.

Branch of Pacific Institute of Geography; KamchatNIRO;
UN Development Programme’s Salmon Program; and
Kamchatgazprom.

MOU Signed with Kamchatka Natives

Wild Salmon Center’s Russian partner, the Wild Fishes
and Biodiversity Foundation, signed a Memorandum

of Understanding with the Thshanom Council of
Kamchatka Itelmen. The two parties agree to cooperate
and assist each other in development of the anticipated
Utkholok River Salmon Protected Area, also a Territory of
Traditional Use.

US—Russia Agreement on Environmental Protection
Wild Salmon Center worked with Russian partners and the
US Fish & Wildlife Service to secure inclusion of activities
to “promote sound management of salmon populations
in both countries” in the 2007-2008 US-Russia
Agreement on Cooperation in the Field of Protection of the
Environment and Natural Resources. The language of the
agreement allows for “the possibility of creating a network

of high priority salmon rivers to conserve biodiversity and
maintain abundance for sustainable use of North Pacific
wild salmon populations,” and lays a foundation for the
development of a Russian network strategy.

International Field Research on Kol and Utkholok
Biostations

Wild Salmon Center provided financial and organizational
support in operating two field research projects at the

Kol and Utkholok biostations operated by the Wild

Fishes and Biodiversity Foundation from early May

to October 2007. Salmonid scientists from Moscow

State University, Institute of Ecology and Evolution,

and University of Montana's Flathead Lake Biological
Station successfully completed their research objectives.
The field research in Kamchatka is part of a large-scale
research program called the Salmonid Rivers Observatory
Network (SaRON). The SaRON Project, managed by WSC
board member Dr. Jack Stanford, is studying salmonid
productivity and life history diversity in targeted pristine
rivers throughout the Pacific Rim.
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